
Special thanks to our 
2013 PAWSibility Ball 
sponsors for their 
generous support!
Together, we raised over 
$130,000 for the animals  
in our care!

Title Sponsors:
The Lisle M. Buckingham Endowment  
of Akron Community Foundation

Buckingham, Doolittle &  
Burroughs Fund

Buckingham, Doolittle &  
Burroughs, LLP

Kim & David Holmberg

Healer Sponsors:
Drs. Mark Daye & Kerri Bowman

The Sustar Allstate Agency

Nurturer Sponsors:
Akron Veterinary Referral &  
Emergency Center
Delta Systems, Inc.
John Krajewski & Judy Steiner
Seibert Keck

Please visit our website to 
view the most current list of 

Memorial and Honorarium Gifts.  
www.summithumane.org

Follow us on Facebook!  

BoARD MEMBERS
Chair: Lisa Hibbs
Vice Chair: Pat Weschler
Treasurer: Nevin Nussbaum
Secretary: Don Hess
Ex-Officio: Steve Barry

Executive Director: Karen Hackenberry

Directors: 

SPRING 2014

Wagging Tales
PAWSIBILITIES ®, HUMANE SoCIETY oF GREATER AKRoN

www.summithumane.org

Story Of Our Mission- 
Happy Ending Tails

An animal’s journey through PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron

Cinnamon – Cinnamon was rescued by our Humane 
Officers living outside, very thin and pregnant with six 
puppies. Her pup-
pies were quickly 
adopted and she 
was as well! Her 
new Mom tells us, 
“Cinnamon fit right 
into our family.  
She plays well 
with my other dog 
and cat.  She has 
really come out of 
her shell.  She is 
spoiled to say the 
least. She loves car 
rides, hiking, dress 
up, pool time and playtime! I would encourage anyone 
who is looking to adopt to go to PAWSibilities®, Humane 
Society of Greater Akron!  Thank you so much!”

Rexford and Roo now  
Toulouse Aslan and  
Sahara Alexandra –  
Rexford and Roo, now 
Toulouse Aslan and Sahara 
Alexandra, were rescued by 
our Humane Officers as very 
young kittens from owners 
that were not able to properly 
care for them. They were 
adopted together and have 

three other kitty friends with which to share their new 
lives! Their new Mom tells us, “All of them are Soooo 
very loved! Thank you!”

Jasper – Jasper was 
rescued by PAWSibili-
ties®, Humane Society of 
Greater Akron after his 
owner passed away. It 
was discovered after a 
few months in our care 
that he had occasional 
seizures which made 
him a special needs adoption. He waited over a year  
for his perfect new family. His new Dad tells us, “Look 
who has been super cuddly. He has loved us ever  
since we picked him up. Follows us everywhere in the 
house, sleeps in our bed, and is still seizure free. He’s 

doing amazing!”  

Hewitt now Norman – 
Hewitt, now Norman, 
was also rescued by 
our Humane Officers 
from an owner that was 
not able to properly 
care for him. His new 
parents tell us, “Norman 
and his sister Walden 
are just about as hap-
py as could be. While 
they’ve had a couple 
of days of adjustment, 
they’ve both found their 
place together, and life 

is just great as could be. Norman and Walden want to 
say that they are so happy to have found each other.” 

Have you considered remembering PAWSibilities®, Humane  
Society of Greater Akron in your estate planning? You will make  
a difference. If you have already included us, or wish to obtain 
information on including a charitable bequest in your will or  
trust, please contact Laura Shank, Director of Development at  
(330) 487-0333, Ext. 228.

Cinnamon (right) making a splash with 
sister Haley (left)

Norman’s the perfect headrest for 
sister Walden

Bob Cailor
Bryan Edwards
Mark Fechtel
Kevin McCauley
Ted Moore
Jim Sebastian
Judge Mary F. Spicer, retired
Judy Steiner 

Valerie Wawrin
Erin Wojno Demiray
Bob Zajac

Are you looking to update your spring wardrobe with some  
great PHSGA apparel? Visit our online merchandise store at  
www.cafepress.com/summithumane to purchase items and  
designs we do not have available in the shelter. Choose from a 
wide variety of accessories and novelties in creative designs.  
We will continue to offer our beloved logo apparel for sale in the 
shelter. CafePress is especially great for those who can’t make it  
in to the shelter, or live far away as items can be shipped directly 
to your house.   

Bequest Information:

Cafepress Information:



We are excited to share the 2013 success you 
all made possible! Your continued support saves 
the lives of animals in need; we are grateful for 
your generosity.  

Last year, PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of 
Greater Akron rescued 2,081 animals, including 
1,307 cats, 730 dogs, 28 guinea pigs, 10 rabbits, 
2 horses, 2 rats, 1 parakeet, and 1 sugar glider.  
We are the only animal entity in Summit County 
that enforces the legal mandate, provided in  
the Ohio Revised Code, to protect abused,  
abandoned and neglected companion animals 
and severely sick and injured stray animals.  

Our staff includes two full-time Humane Officers 
who respond to calls, investigate animal cruelty 
and, as warranted, prosecute offenders.   

In 2013, our on-sight Medical, Surgical and  
Isolation Suite performed an average of 103  
spay and neuter surgeries monthly and a total  
of 4,163 wellness exams and 1,383 surgeries. 
Given the varied history of our animals many 
require medical treatment. Most of the animals  
in our care have not been spayed or neutered  
or received preventative throughout their lives. 
our Medical Team, led by staff veterinarian Melisa 
Kauffman, DVM, routinely performs spays and 
neuters, dental cleanings and extractions, limb 
and tail amputations, eye enucleations (removal), 
and treats Heartworm disease and skin infections 
such as Demodectic mange and flea-bite  

Dermatitis. PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of 
Greater Akron has a variety of dogs, cats and 
other animals available for adoption. In 2013, 
we helped 1,350 animals find their forever homes 
through adoption! This includes 786 cats, 513 
dogs, 28 guinea pigs, 11 rabbits, 7 hamsters,  
2 horses, 2 rats, and 1 fish. We are a no-time-limit 
facility; adoptable animals are cared for  
until they find their forever home. The average 
length of stay for dogs in 2013 was 49.6 days 
and cats were 46.5 days, down from 57.3 and 
52.8 respectively in 2012. All of our animals 
are current on age appropriate vaccinations, 
spayed or neutered, de-wormed, de-flead and 
micro-chipped before adoptions are finalized.  
Each adopted animal receives 30 days of  
complimentary insurance from 24PetWatch  
Pet Insurance. All dogs over six months of age  
receive a Temperament Assessment by our  
Certified Professional Dog Trainer to enhance  
appropriate placement. Also, many animals in 
our care receive basic obedience training to  
improve manners and increase adoptability.  

These achievements would not be possible  
without our dedicated staff, volunteers, and  
donors who work hard each year to fulfill our  
mission to rescue, heal and adopt out animals  
in need. Thank you for all that you do!

RESCUE. HEAL. ADoPT SUCCESS.

Rescued by our Humane Officers, Joey at intake and 
after surgery

Another rescue, Phyllis, at intake and with her new dad!

save the date

For more information about any PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron event, 
visit our website at www.summithumane.org.  

Bark In The Park
Pledge Walk and Pet Expo: Food Vendors, Games and 
Family Friendly Activities
May 10, 11am - 3pm
11 am Registration, 12 pm Walk 
Springfield Lake Park, 2459 Canfield Rd, Akron

PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of  
Greater Akron Rummage Sale
HUGE 2-day indoor rummage sale
Friday, June 13 & Saturday, June 14, 9am - 5pm 
Friday, August 22 & Saturday, August 23, 9am - 5pm 
Friday, November 7 & Saturday, November 8, 9am - 5pm
Stow-Kent Shopping Center, 4301 Kent Rd, Stow, OH

Chefs Who Care
The casual evening features a live auction of exclusive area 
experiences and includes heavy hors d’oeuvres, drinks and 
animals in our care
June 25, 5pm - 9pm
Blue Canyon Restaurant, located at 8960 Wilcox Drive, 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 
Muddy Paws Trail Races
Ten & Five Mile Trail Run & Two Mile fun run with your pooch!
July 5, 2014, 6:30am - 7:45am  
registration/check-in, 8am race

Pine Hollow and Salt Run Trailhead, 5465 Quick Road,  
Peninsula, OH 44264. For registration and more info visit:  
http://westernreserveracing.com/dirty-trail-series/muddy-paws

Hudson Wine Festival
The festival features over 150 fine wines, craft beers, musical 
entertainment, delectable food, exhibitors and artists as well 
as adoptable animals.
July 18, 4pm - 10pm & July 19, 2pm - 10pm  
Located in the beautiful First & Main Shopping District in 
historic downtown Hudson, OH 44236. Call 330.256.8704 for 
more info or visit: http://www.hudsonwinefestival.com

14th Annual PAWSibility Ball Honoring Fred Martin 
Superstore as the 2014 Animal Hero Award recipient
The Pawsibility Ball is the shelter’s signature fundraising 
event featuring live and silent auction items, entertainment 
and adoptable animals looking for their forever homes.
September 13, 6pm - 10pm  
Hilton Akron/Fairlawn, 3180 W Market St, Akron, OH 44333

Photos with Santa
Get your pet’s picture taken with our very own Santa, order 
custom cards, mugs and other merchandise
November 30, 1pm - 5pm 
PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron, 7996 
Darrow Rd, Twinsburg, Ohio 44087

Attend one (or all) of these amazing FUNdraisers …meet new friends and have fun while supporting our mission 
and the animals in our care!

June is Adopt a Shelter Cat Month!
In honor of our fabulous felines, we are offering reduced adoption fees on our cats* and kittens* for the entire month  
of June! Kittens under the age of 6 months will be $30, cats between the ages of 6 months and 5 years will be $20, and our 
senior feline friends, six years and older will be just $10. 

October is Adopt a Shelter Dog Month!
During the month of October, we are celebrating Adopt a Shelter Dog Month! Come check out all of our amazing dogs 
awaiting their forever homes.  

Home for the Holidays
Saturday, December 13, 10am - 6pm
On Saturday, December 13th from 10am-6pm we are helping as many animals as we can find a Home for the Holidays! 
Adoption fees for dogs* will be reduced to $55 and cats* will be available for just $5!
*upon application approval

adoption events
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