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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF OUR 
SHELTER VETERINARIAN

Max, a small Shih Tzu mix, rests quietly on a stack of 
blankets in the exam area while he wakes up quietly after 
surgery. Pain medication keeps him comfortable and the 
brightly colored bandage covering the area where his 
right front leg has been removed is neat and clean. His 
life will be much easier after removal of this limb which 
has been useless after suffering an injury that caused 
severe nerve damage. Stephani Palumbo, Director of 
Animal Care, monitors his recovery while Dr. Melisa 
Kauffman, Staff Veterinarian, puts the finishing touches on 
the spay surgery of 
a small terrier. Once 
the spay incision is 
closed and a small 
tattoo is placed on 
her abdomen to 
indicate that she has 
been altered, the 
dog is moved from 
the surgical suite 
into the treatment 
area where her teeth 
are examined while 
she is still under 
anesthesia. Some 
of her teeth are 
broken and require 
extraction before the remaining teeth are cleaned and 
polished. Dr. Kauffman seamlessly makes this transition 
into veterinary dentistry and then it’s on to the medical 
exam schedule. This is just another typical day for the 
veterinary team at PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of 
Greater Akron, always busy but rarely routine.

Dr. Kauffman began her day at the shelter many hours 
earlier by making her rounds. She performs a visual 
inspection of each animal to make sure they appear 
healthy and happy. Obvious signs such as vomiting, 

diarrhea, coughing, sneezing, eye or nasal discharge 
are noted along with any other more subtle signs of 
dehydration, lethargy and depression. There are acute 
issues to be monitored, such as injuries and infections, 
as well as chronic issues, like allergies and neurologic 
disorders. These issues are addressed as the surgery 
and dental patients of the day recover, along with routine 
vaccinations, blood work screenings and physical exams.

The practice of veterinary medicine at animal rescue 
shelters is commonly 
referred to as “shelter 
medicine”. Animals 
arrive with little or no 
medical history and 
must be treated both 
individually as well as 
part of a community 
in order to manage 
potential outbreaks of 
contagious diseases. 
All of the animals 
that arrive at our 
shelter are rescued 
victims of abuse, 
a b a n d o n m e n t , 

neglect, or injury. The veterinary team works in coordination 
with our Humane Officers and the rest of the PHSGA team 
to best meet their needs, all sharing the ultimate goal of 
placing them in loving homes.

The vast majority of animals that arrive at PHSGA have 
not been spayed or neutered. Dr. Kauffman performs on 
average more than 100 alteration surgeries per month. 
In addition, she is skilled at performing other surgeries 
such as cystotomies (to remove bladder stones), limb 

Marzipan had multiple surgeries for 
polyps caused by severe neglect. She 
is now just waiting for her “furever 
home!”

Max after his complete recovery. He 
was adopted & is living happily ever 
after!

Continued on page 4



In 1994, Dr. Paul Martin, founder of Fred Martin 
Auto Group, came upon a homeless beagle 
wandering along State Route 224. The little 
beagle had no tags or identification and quickly 
jumped into his car at his invitation. When Dr. 
Martin and the dog returned to the Fred Martin 
Superstore the staff nicknamed her “Stinky” and 
she made herself right at home. 

Dr. Martin called PAWSibilities®, Humane Society 
of Greater Akron to see if we could help. Fred 
Martin employee, Margie Kinsinger, brought 
Stinky to our shelter and saw the large number 
of animals in our care. Upon sharing with Dr. 
Martin our great need for resources, he made 
a generous donation to pay for Stinky’s food 
and shelter! After a short time in our shelter, 
Stinky was adopted into a loving home and was 
renamed Crissy. 

Given his experience helping Crissy find her 
forever home, Dr. Martin was passionate about 
helping us fulfill our important mission to help 
animals in need. He learned through Crissy’s 
journey that a major obstacle in running the 
shelter and getting our animals adopted was 
keeping them on a healthy, consistent diet 
of high quality food. At that time, the shelter 
animals subsisted on donated food which varied 
in brands. In 1995, Dr. Martin and Fred Martin 
Auto Group generously offered to pay for all of 
the food our shelter needed. This allowed us to 
purchase high quality dog and cat food ensuring 
every animal in our care could enjoy a consistent, 
healthy diet. Dr. Martin was a very generous 
monetary supporter throughout his years, in 
addition to purchasing the pet food. 

In 1999, the dealership was purchased by 
Adam and Duane Huff, current President and 
Treasurer of Fred Martin Auto Group. The Huff 
brothers, along with longtime employee and 
former PHSGA board member, Margie Kinsinger, 
are committed to the longstanding generosity of 
Fred Martin Auto Group, and continue to provide 
monthly donations to purchase nutritious food for 
thousands of dogs and cats to this day. Adam 
and Duane have been champions of our work 
inviting us as guests on their Car Connection, 
sponsoring many fund raising events, and 
offering a Facebook “like” challenge raising over 
$7,500. What started as a gentleman’s desire to 
help one dog has turned into a legacy of helping 
thousands of abused, abandoned, neglected, 
severely sick and injured animals throughout our 
community. 

All of us at PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of 
Greater Akron wish to extend our most heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation for the wonderful 
work that Dr. Martin and Adam and Duane 
Huff have done over the past 20 years! As an 
advertising powerhouse, the Huff brothers and 
Fred Martin Auto Group have given endlessly 
with utmost sincerity and humbleness. It is our 
privilege to honor Fred Martin Auto Group as our 
2014 Animal Hero at our upcoming signature 
fundraiser, the PAWSibility Ball, on Saturday, 
September 13th at the Hilton Akron/Fairlawn. 
For more information, or to purchase tickets to 
the event, please contact the Special Event & 
Volunteer Coordinator at 330-487-0333, Ext. 
232. We hope you will join us as we honor the 
amazing contributions of Fred Martin Auto Group.

PAWSIBILITIES®, HUMANE SOCIETY  
OF GREATER AKRON TO HONOR  

FRED MARTIN AUTO GROUP AS THE  
2014 ANIMAL HERO ON SEPTEMBER 13TH



For more information about any PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron event, 
visit our website at www.summithumane.org.  

14th Annual PAWSibility Ball honoring Fred
Martin Superstore as the 2014 Animal Hero
Award recipient
The Pawsibility Ball is the shelter’s signature fundraising 
event. Tickets are $150 for a night of pure entertainment 
including live and silent auctions, diamond dig, delicious 
food & adoptable animals!
SEPTEMBER 13 | 6PM - 10PM
Hilton Akron/Fairlawn, 3180 W Market St, Akron, OH 
44333

PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater
Akron Rummage Sale
Bargain shopping on household items & much more!
Gather up a group of friends and check out what the 
“Imagine the Pawsibilities” Rummage Sale has to offer.
All proceeds benefit our shelter and you never know 
what you’ll find!
NOVEMBER 7 & 8 | 9AM - 5PM
Stow-Kent Shopping Center, 4301 Kent Rd, Stow, OH

Photos with Santa
Get your pet’s picture taken with our very own Santa,
order custom cards, mugs and other merchandise!

NOVEMBER 30 | 1PM - 5PM
PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron, 7996
Darrow Rd, Twinsburg, Ohio 44087

October is Adopt a Shelter Dog Month!
During the month of October, we are celebrating Adopt a 
Shelter Dog Month! Help us celebrate by adopting a dog 
for $99*. The adoption fee includes the spay/neuter, age 
appropriate vaccines, micro-chip and a 30 day free trial of 
pet insurance through Shelter Care.
*- upon application approval, over 6 months of age

Home for the Holidays
Saturday, December 13th
10AM-6PM
On Saturday, December 14th from 10am-6pm we are 
helping as many animals as we can find a Home for 
the Holidays! Adoption fees for dogs will be reduced to 
$55 and cats will be available for just $5! All animals are 
spayed/neutered, up to date on vaccines, micro-chipped 
and include a 30 day free trial of pet insurance through 
ShelterCare. Consider opening your home and heart this 
holiday season to an animal in need! 
*-animals 6 months and older; upon application approval

PAWSIBILITIES®, HUMANE SOCIETY OF GREATER AKRON UPCOMING EVENTS

DIAMOND DIG AT PAWSIBILITY BALL 2014! 
WE CAN DIG IT!
Dig for diamonds and gems AND help the animals awaiting 
homes at PHSGA?! Thanks to the generosity of Ohio Gold & 
Pawn, you can at our PAWSibility Ball! You won’t want to miss 
this fun opportunity to dig up some gorgeous gemstones from a 
“sandbox” filled with $10,000 worth of them! Scoops will be sold 
one for $25 or five for $100. Call today at 330.487.0333 
ext 232 to purchase your PAWSibility Ball tickets.

save the date



Please visit our website to 
view the most current list of 

Memorial and Honorarium Gifts.  
www.summithumane.org

Follow us on Facebook!  
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Marzipan is a fun, energetic kitty that 
would bring lots of joy & laughter to a 
home! She loves playtime & to just be 
around to “help” in any kitty way she can. 
When it’s time to relax, she likes to crawl 
on your lap & get pets. She has potential 
with the right cat friend & seems to get 
along very well with dogs. A home with 
older children would be best for this 
pretty girl, since at times she can get a bit frisky. Is this Marzipan 
just the ingredient you need to sweeten up your life?

Pee Wee is around 1.5 years old and 
weighs 55 pounds. When Pee Wee was 
a young puppy he was injured which 
resulted in a neurological condition. 
He wobbles when he walks, but this 
doesn’t change his sunny disposition 
and ability to run and play. He needs 
a home with no small children and 
would prefer to be the only furry family 

member. This sweet boy loves toys of all kinds and is looking 
for a home where he can get cuddles all day. 

Cyro is around 4 years old and weighs 
about 80 pounds. This stunning boy 
has potential with the right dog, but 
does best with female dogs his size. 
Due to his initial shyness when first 
meeting some new people he would 
do best in a home with no small 
children. This smart guy already knows 
sit, down, and shake and is on his way 

to learning more. If you are looking for a cuddly over-sized 
lap dog stop in and ask to meet Cyro today!

Oreo is a sweet little cookie looking 
for her family! She is a talkative, sweet 
cat that gets along well with most 
other cats. In fact, we think a home 
with another social cat/s would be 
best for her. She loves getting pets 
& will follow you around but doesn’t 
like being held. She will make a great 
companion for a quiet home without 
small kids. Are you the one to take a chance on this heart-
shaped nose cutie?

Andy underwent months of treatment 
for mange. He is now waiting for his 
new family to come adopt him!

Bob Cailor
Bryan Edwards
Mark Fechtel
Kevin McCauley
Ted Moore
Jim Sebastian
Judge Mary F. Spicer, retired
Judy Steiner 

Valerie Wawrin
Erin Wojno Demiray
Bob Zajac

amputations and even delicate eyelid 
corrections among others. The surgical 
suite is well designed for the variety 
of exams and surgeries performed 
each week. PHSGA is grateful to have 
relationships with local veterinary clinics 
for the few needs that cannot be met 
at the shelter such as taking x-rays, 
orthopedic procedures and other 
difficult-to-manage cases. 

Dr. Kauffman loves her work and is 
cheerful about her choice to work in this 

field which is known for its tendency 
to cause “compassion fatigue”. Her 
experience in both private practice 
and at other shelters has given her a 
balanced perspective of her mission. 
She explains it is very rewarding 
to give so many animals a second 
chance that otherwise would not have 
it. PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of 
Greater Akron is the guardian voice for 
these rescued animals and the decision 
for their care lies with its veterinary staff 
and administrators thanks to generous 
donations from people like you.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE

adoptable animals


