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RESCUE HEAL ADOPT! …. CELEBRATING SHORTER 
SHELTER “STAYS” IN 2013
Since 1968 PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron has been Summit County’s 
trusted caretaker for underserved animals. We are the only animal entity in Summit 
County with the legal authority to protect injured, abused and neglected animals. Our 
staff includes two full-time deputized Humane Officers who respond to calls, investigate 
animal cruelty and, as warranted, prosecute offenders. Our mission is to rescue and 
rehabilitate abused, abandoned and neglected animals of Summit County, place them 
in good homes, investigate and prosecute animal cruelty, while striving to set a standard 
of excellence and leadership in animal care, humane education, and progressive animal 
welfare programs.

Thanks to your help thousands of animals were rescued, healed and adopted in 2013.  
PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron is proud to be a “no time limit” shelter; 
but we don’t want them to stay here too long. They belong with you!

Every animal saved is a victory; but the dramatic reduction in animal length of stay until 
adoption was our biggest success. Average shelter stays until adoption dropped from 
113.2 in the first quarter of 2011 to 54.4 by the end of 2013. This success didn’t happen by 
accident. It took hard work by people and animals and a little playful fun!   

Our No-time Limit commitment drives us to provide what they need and deserve in life 
- loving new homes. How was this achieved? Shy dog classes, Putting Our Best Paws 
Forward training, off-leash playtime, “meet and greet” sessions, cat socialization, social 
media and adoption event promotions combined to change their lives forever.  

Many of you generously contributed over 25,000 hours your time and resources as 
trained volunteers in every aspect of direct shelter care or off-site animal promotion. We 
are grateful to the thousands of individual supporters, private foundations, public partners 
such as the City of Akron and the County of Summit as well as to local animal rescue 
partners who made our mission possible. We salute our animal care team of dedicated 
staff who bring their full measure of commitment to every phase of shelter operations, 
humane enforcement, technical and professional tasks, community engagement and 
investment.   

We are very pleased to acknowledge the following foundations 
generously supported our work in 2013: 
Allstate Foundation, Bissell Pet Foundation, Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs 
Foundation, Burton D. Morgan Foundation, Charles E. & Mabel M. Ritchie Memorial 
Foundation, Comerica Wealth Management, Connecting For A Cause, Dalton Family 
Foundation, Dominion Foundation, Evenor Fund, Haslinger Family Foundation, Helen F. 
& Louis Stolier Family Foundation, James and Ellen Ott Foundation, James G. Robertson 
Fund, Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Trust, Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffitt Foundation, 
Lloyd & Louise K. Smith Memorial Foundation, Lucy & Emily Beasley Charitable Trust, 
Ohio Pet Fund, Patrick Weschler Family Foundation, Pedigree Foundation R.C. Musson 
and Katharine M. Musson Charitable Foundation, Roger and Judy Read Fund, Samuel 
Reese Willis Foundation, Sandra F. Selby Fund, Sisler McFawn Foundation, The Akron 
Community Foundation, The Grainger Foundation, The Lehner Family Foundation, The 
Welty Family Foundation, W. Paul Mills & Thora J. Mills Memorial Foundation.

Thank you! Your help made it possible for 1270 animals to be adopted and 2080 to be 
rescued in 2013. Of them 1236 were spay or neutered which is the best way to reduce 
animal overpopulation and homeless pets. Our Shelter Veterinarian, assisted by our 
trained animal care team, preformed 1383 other surgeries to improve and to restore 
health and completed 4163 wellness exams that included preventive care such as 
vaccines and flea treatments. Humane officers conducted 840 investigations resulting in 
criminal prosecutions and convictions to enforce Ohio’s animal cruelty laws and make 
Summit County a better place for all of us to live.  

All of these efforts resulted in more deserving rescued animals – dogs, cats, rabbits, 
guinea pigs, birds leaving our shelter restored, healed, socialized and/or trained in record 
time. We’re glad they’re home with you where they belong. Thank you all for doing your 
part to take care of them.    

Karen Hackenberry
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PAWSibilities®, Humane Society of Greater Akron 

SUPPORT, REVENUES AND GAINS:
    Public support:   
  Donations  
  In-kind Contributions  
  Special Events  
  Bequests  
  Government Agencies 
  Adoptions and Surrenders  
  Merchandise Sales  
  Animal Services and Fines  
  Miscellaneous  
   Total Public Support
 
EXPENSES:
  Program Services   
  Management and General  
  Fundraising    
                Total Expenses

OTHER INCOME: 

2013 Financials

   668,853.00 
 69,824.00 

 279,351.00 
 213,136.00 

 97,000.00 
 70,323.00 

 9,011.00 
 1,205.00 

 41,684.00 
 1,450,387.00 

 $1,182,865 
 $87,696 

 $193,587 
 $1,464,148 

 $55,759 

46.12%
4.81%

19.26%
14.70%
6.69%
4.85%
0.62%
0.08%
2.87%
100%

81%
6%

13%
100%

2013 REVENUES

2013 EXPENSES

RESCUE

Joey came in to PHSGA on Feb. 20, 2013. 

JOEY
On February 20, 2013 humane officers 
found Joey wandering the streets with 
a severe injury to his left eye. The 
officers scooped him up and brought 
him back to the shelter to be looked at 
by Dr. Kauffman (Shelter Veterinarian).  
She decided that he would require 
surgery.  Dr. Kauffman unfortunately 
had to remove the eye, but in May 
of 2013, Joey became available for 
adoption and he quickly found his 
forever home on June 1, 2013.

HEAL ADOPT

Joey found his forever home on June 1, 2013

PHYLLIS
Phyllis suffered from a severe case of 
demodectic mange, dehydration, and 
malnourishment. On February 4, 2013 
when the officers found her, she could 
barely walk. She had to be partially 
carried from the home to their van 
because of her weakness. She was 
in extremely poor shape but lucky for 
her, we here at the shelter never give 
up! Her spirit couldn’t be better so we 
knew she would battle through this 
difficult time with true success. Well, 
here she is on July 20, 2013 with her 
new dad right before getting adopted! 

WE ARE PLEASED TO SHARE SOME OF OUR 
BIGGEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2013

A wonderfully happy ending for a 
brave dog that battled hard and won 
all of our hearts.

July 20, 2013 – adopted to Mark.

Feb. 4, 2013 – Cruelty Investigation, 
Springfield Township. Severe ,mange and 
emaciated.


